
Johns Hopkins Big Bang Theory
Blue Star Power Systems, Inc. provides power source to research equipment.

Project:  Johns Hopkins 
Evolution of the 
Universe

Location:  Atacama Desert, 
Northern Chile

Purpose:  Provide continuous 
power to equipment 
researching The Big 
Bang Theory

Focus:  – Design Flexibility
 – Proven Performance
 – Quality Product

Solution:  Quantity Four:   
JD200-01

Johns Hopkins University, founded in 1876, is the world’s 
leading research university. Their latest project is peering into 
the origins of the universe using the largest and most effective 
instrument to date. A two-story-tall microwave telescope 
which allows scientists to take observations of a faint ancient 
electromagnetic energy that pervades the sky, holding clues 
about how the universe began.

The research site is located remotely on a Northern Chillan 
mountain top providing incredible challenges to power all on-
site activities. The on-site power system needed to be designed 
from the ground up taking into account extreme altitude 
conditions and extreme weather conditions. Additionally, the 
remoteness of the site required both redundancy and reliability 
of the product that was to be selected.

Selected for the site were two JD200-01 models each rated 
200 kWe. Each unit is powered by a John Deere 6068HFG85 
diesel engine which drives a 431CSL6206 Alternator. Both units 
are housed in one shipping container and draw fuel off existing 
on-site fuel tanks. After the units ran a combined 60,000 hours 
with limited maintenance or issues, Blue Star Power Systems, 
Inc. was once again selected to replace both units with two 
brand new JD200-01(s) replacing the existing setup.  
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Blue Star Power Systems, Inc., a power 
generation systems integration specialist, 
manufactures complete diesel and gaseous 
generator sets ranging from 20 to 2000 kWe. 
Serving all agriculture and industrial sectors, 
our products are sold through a network of 
distributors strategically located in the U.S. 
and Canadian markets.
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